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Hi Brooke, 

Following up on today's telephone call, I'm writing to ask a few questions and get some clarification on how the 
various models will be used to assign benefits so that I can better understand the process. I also wanted to make 
a couple of suggestions. I don't expect answers to everything immediately but I just wanted to get some of my 
concerns into the discussion. 

Ultimately, it would be great if we could use the same metrics to calculate monetary benefits for both irrigation 
and M&l water supply so that there is a level playing field. But I understand why this is not possible and the 
models being considered (CalSim2, CMDM, SWAP) are well known and as justifiable as any. 

As we discussed, because the CMDM uses a willingness to pay basis, M&l water will be valued higher. This is 
probably fair. The description of CMDM in the fact sheet on your website indicates that M&l benefits are 
measured by comparing the implicit price of water use with and without the project. Is this also the case in the 
SWAP model? 

My understanding of the SWAP model is that it can be calibrated with various alternati\ water sources. In this 
case groundwater would likely be the first available option. I also understand that the model can be calibrated to 
account for varying groundwater levels and the increase in cost resulting from groundwater \e\/e\. I w o u l d 
re c o m me n d t h a t Re c l a m a t i o n t ie S W A P t o a g r o u n d w a te r m o de l s o t h a t g r o u n d w a te r level c h a n ge s re s u l t i n g f r o m 
s h o r t a ge s in C V P del i ver ies c a n be t r a c ke d . I t h i n k t h a t w he n S W A P w a s u se d f o r a c a l c u l a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
benef i t s i n t he c o n te x t o f B D C P , t he a s s u m p t i o n w a s t h a t g r o u n d w a te r w o u l d be a v a i l a b le a s a n a l te r n a t i ve 
s u p p l y s o u r ce f o r i r r i g a t o r s i n de f i n i te l y a n d i n u n l i m i te d c a p a c i t y . A s we ha ve seen over t he l a s t c o u p le o f d r y 
ye a r s , t h i s a s s u m p t i o n i s n o t v a l i d . A f te r a l l , o ne o f t he j u s t i f i c a t i o n s f o r t he c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t he C V P w a s 
g r o u n d w a te r o ver d r a f t i n t he S a n J o a q u i n v a l ley . S o I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d t a ke t he s a me a p p r o a c h i n t he 
C A S . W h a te ve r a l te r n a t i ve s o u r ce t h a t c o u l d be a v a i l a b le a s a m a r g i n a l s u p p l y f o r i r r i g a t o r s w o u l d l i ke l y be c o s t 
p r o h i b i t i ve f o r t h a t p u r p o se . I a m w o n de r i n g i f t he re is a n y w a y t o m o ne t i ze t h i s , be c a u se I'm c o n ce r ne d t h a t t he 
C V P del i ver ies a re u n de r v a l ue d , w h i c h c o u l d s h i f t a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a te a m o u n t o f c o s t s t o t he M & l p u r p o se . 

I'm s t i l l t r y i n g t o w r a p m y he a d a r o u n d a l l t h i s s o p le a se c o r re c t me if I'm n o t u n de r s t a n d i n g s o me t h i n g . 

D a n a 
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